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t ime, be c ause t he re ar e any num ber of bi l l s i n th e committee
amendment and I want to make certain that there's enough time to
explain them a l l. LB 17 wa s intr oduced on beh alf of the
Department of Health and Human Services. The b ill c reates th e
offense of sexual abuse of a protected individual. Nebraska
presently criminalizes the act of sub je cting a n inmate o r
parolee to sex ual ab u se. No corre sponding la w exists for
protected individuals under the care o f t he Health an d Human
Service System. LB 17 establishes the crime of sexual abuse of
a pro t e c t e d i nd i v i d u a l . Sub j e c t i ng a pr ot ec t e d i nd i v i dua l t o
sexual penetration is classified as a Class III felony under the
bill. A Class III felony is punishable b y r to 20 years
i ncarcer a t i o n , up t o a $2 5 , 0 00 f i ne , o r bo t h . Subj e c t i ng a
protected individual t o sex ual co ntact is classified as a
Class I V f e l on y , pun i s h a b l e b y u p t o f i v e y e a r s i nca r c e r a t i on
and a $10 ,000 fi ne, or both. It shall not be a defense under
the provisions of LB 17 that the protected individual consented
to the sexual contact or penetration. A protected individual is
defined a s any individual i n the cu stody or care of t he
Department of Health and Human Services Pro te cted in d ividuals
include, amo ng others, juveniles placed at the Youth
Rehabilitation and Treatment Center, c h ildren wh o a re state
wards, parolees u nder t he Office of Juvenile Services, mental
health patients, those at regional centers, and vet erans' home
r esident s . Under the b ill , 'per s on ' i s de f i ned a s any
i ndividual employed b y the Department of Health a nd Human
Services, the Department of Health and Human Services Regulation
and Licensure, o r the Department of Health and Human Services
Finance and Support, including any individual to whom one of the
departments has authorized or delegated control over a protected
indiv i d ua l Tha t sun nnar i zes th e pr ov i s i on s o f LB 1 7 . I woul d
l ik e ve r y spe c i f i c a l l y to no t e t ha t t he l egi s l a t i on we ' r e
talking about here and now is made p o s sible i n terms of its
placement by pri oritization of LB 17 by Senator Engel, and the
Judiciary Conlnittee is appreciative of that prioritization. I
am going t o con tinue, with your leave, the explanation of the
conrnitte e a mendment b e c ause of t h e numbe r o f b i l l s cont a i ne d
therein. Each o f these bills was advanced by your Judiciary
Committee, and a conanittee st atement, pur suant to t he Stuh r
doctrine, a conInittee statement is available for the review of
each and every one of these bills. First, at Sections 3 and 4 ,
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